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DEVELOPMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, CONTRIBUTION BY GOLDFIELDS-ESPERANCE 
REGION 

Motion 
HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development) [2.00 pm]:  I move without notice - 

That this House - 

(1) recognises the enormous contribution by the people of the goldfields-Esperance region to the 
development of Western Australia throughout the State’s history; 

(2) notes the Gallop Labor Government’s commitment to the goldfields-Esperance region; and  

(3) reaffirms its pledge to regional Western Australia to support strong and vibrant communities. 

Today marks a historic event for Western Australians, the second sitting ever of Parliament outside of Perth and 
the first of the Legislative Council.  Today’s proceedings bring our democratic processes directly to the people 
of regional Western Australia and, more specifically, to Kalgoorlie-Boulder and the goldfields-Esperance region. 

This motion enables me to reaffirm the Gallop Government’s commitment to supporting strong and vibrant 
regional communities and sustainable economic regional development.  We are ably supported in this task by our 
nine regional development commissions, including the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission.  As all 
Western Australians are aware, Kalgoorlie-Boulder and the broader goldfields-Esperance region have throughout 
history made an enormous contribution to our economic, social and political development, and continue to do so.  
From the 1890s until today goldfields wealth supplied the State with funding for better ports, railways and water 
supplies.  The region also provided the infrastructure and population for a massive agricultural expansion and the 
growth of more sophisticated commercial and manufacturing sectors.  The importance of Kalgoorlie gold to this 
State has led to its being recognised this week as the tenth heritage icon of the 175th anniversary celebrations.   

In my role as Minister for Heritage I am also aware of the impact that the discovery and the development of the 
goldfields had on our architecture, not only creating heritage treasures in the region but also funding some of the 
finest private buildings in Perth.  As the first woman in the history of Western Australia from a non-English 
speaking country to hold a ministerial post, and the first Croatian-born woman ever elected to any Parliament 
outside of the Republic of Croatia, I want also to recognise this region’s role in attracting to Western Australia 
people from all parts of the globe, who themselves, and now through their children, have contributed to making 
this State what it is today.   

Chinese, Japanese, Italian, Polish, Serbian, Croation and other ethnic groups, to name but a few, were among the 
earlier settlers to come to the goldfields region.  Many came because of hardship in their own lands, and many 
started arriving around the turn of the previous century.  They brought with them no more than a brave and 
willing heart and two strong arms, because that really was all they had to bring.  They found their way to the 
goldfields, walking through heat and dust, over many weeks and, on some occasions, over many months.  
Thousands of people from all over the globe joined our indigenous people in this region to create the rich and 
varied goldfields-Esperance community that laid the foundations for the Western Australian way of life.  Among 
those thousands of early immigrants was 17-year-old Mate Rakich from Ravca in Croatia, who in 1910 walked 
to the eastern goldfields to become a woodcutter at Lakewood just outside Boulder, cutting timber for the 
goldmines.  Mate was interned at Rottnest Island for the duration of the First World War, and later in Liverpool 
in New South Wales, as Croatia was then a part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  Mate, along with his 
countrymen, was considered to be an enemy alien.  After the war Mate returned to the goldfields and worked in 
the mines.  At the age of 30 he wrote to his mother in Croatia and, as was the custom in those times, he asked his 
mother if she could please send him a bride.  She duly did that.  Kate Banovich was a 20-year-old.  She arrived 
by ship at Fremantle to marry a man she had never seen before.  The day after her arrival they were married in 
the Catholic church at Fremantle and they both returned to Kalgoorlie.  Mate continued to work in the mines 
while Kate ran a boarding house.  They did that together for 30 years, and they helped many young migrants 
establish a life in their new homeland.  They had nine children, one of whom is Brian Rakich, who last year 
became the inaugural President of the Western Australian Croatian Chamber of Commerce.  Members might 
remember the work that I did in the establishment of the Western Australian Croatian Chamber of Commerce.   

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  And you were commended for it. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I thank the member very much.  I was very roundly commended for that work.   

I will put on record some of the success of that work that was carried out one year ago.  On 12 September of this 
year Brian Rakich, who had never visited the Republic of Croatia or that part of the world, set off from Western 
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Australia in his capacity as President of the Western Australian Croatian Chamber of Commerce to lead the first 
delegation to the Republic of Croatia.  The delegation consisted of 12 members representing Western Australian 
business and industry.  The delegation included representatives from Geraldton rock lobster producers and 
Austal Ships Pty Ltd, the chief executive officer from the Department of Land Information, representatives from 
the Department of Agriculture and also a number of businesspeople.  They were accompanied on the trip by 
Western Australia’s Agent General in the United Kingdom, Mr Bob Fisher.  That signifies to me the high regard 
in which the delegation was held.   

I am pleased to report that the delegation met with the Croatian President, Mr Stjepan Mesic, and the Croatian 
Prime Minister, Ivo Sanader, and they met with senior Croatian cabinet ministers.  The mission’s objective was 
to establish a relationship, to promote trade and to showcase Western Australian expertise and products to a 
potentially new market and, in doing so, to also strengthen the economic and cultural ties between Western 
Australia and the Republic of Croatia. 
The story of Mate Rakich is one of thousands demonstrating the positive benefits of migration to this State and 
the role that the goldfields-Esperance region, and the Kalgoorlie-Boulder region in particular, played in 
providing a home and a start for many new Western Australians.  It shows the pioneering spirit of people from 
all over the world and it highlights the longer term benefits of migration when old relationships are re-
established for the mutual benefit of both Western Australia and the countries in which the trade will take place; 
namely, the migrant’s place of origin.   
It is wonderful to see someone like Mr Brian Rakich, who had not previously returned to his country of origin, 
use his expertise to promote Western Australia and to be selling Western Australian products and expertise in an 
unchartered market, all because of his connection to another country.  When we really think about it, the world is 
very small.  We talk about the world becoming a global village, and so it is.  The importance of the relationships 
that people bring with them to this country should never be underestimated because they are so valuable in 
themselves.  At the heart of any success is the relationship between people.  That is basically what guides our 
economic, social and political relationships etc.  The importance of relationships holds true between not only 
friends but also nations.   
The Gallop Labor Government recognises the importance of good relationships and it has worked to strengthen 
its relationship with the people in the community of the eastern goldfields region.  These range from the remote 
indigenous communities that make up the Shire of Ngaanyatjarraku, to the Shires of Leonora and Laverton with 
their colourful histories, the Shire of Menzies and the magnificent statues that I visited at about 4.30 this 
morning and, of course, the magnificent City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  I had the pleasure of living and working in 
the Shires of Coolgardie and Dundas during the early 1980s.  There is also the beautiful south east coast of 
Esperance and Ravensthorpe; a nicer part of the country is somewhat difficult to find.  This region is renowned 
for not only its natural beauty but also its impressive indicators of very strong regional economic performance 
through growth in tourism, real estate, retail and a range of other service industries.  In the 2003-04 financial 
year, this region contributed $4.2 billion or 5.2 per cent of the State’s gross state product.  It was the second 
highest contributor of gross regional product per capita, at $77 584 per person.  Significantly, those figures were 
also recorded in a period in which the relative contribution of the region’s mineral and agricultural sectors had 
declined.  We expect that situation to improve more this year because circumstances have changed for the better.  
In the 2003 calendar year the value of the region’s gold production reached a record level of $3.4 billion.  Three 
of Australia’s top five gold producers are located in the region, signifying the importance of this region.  The 
same year, nickel production was valued at $2.6 billion, which is also a record.  Furthermore, BHP Billiton’s 
commitment to a $1.4 billion nickel project at Ravensthorpe has added an exciting new dimension to this 
region’s economy.  Meanwhile in the 2003-04 financial year, Esperance port handled almost a 25 per cent 
increase in iron ore exports, equalling more than five million tonnes, and a massive 40 per cent increase in grain 
export at 1.5 million tonnes.  
The challenge for the goldfields-Esperance region is to convert this impressive economic activity into a 
sustainable future by securing and strengthening its existing industries and developing new opportunities.  The 
Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission has a key role to play.  As minister responsible for that 
commission, it is my intention to make sure that it does play a pivotal role.  It has a crucial role in building the 
regional economy by advising on the infrastructure and the service needs, encouraging regional investment, 
advising local businesses and securing better coordination between state government agencies to improve service 
delivery to regional Western Australians.   
The Gallop Labor Government recognises that continued mineral exploration is also critical to the area and 
development is vital to the future of the goldfields and Esperance as a region.  We are working very hard on this 
area.  We are clarifying and simplifying the development approvals process.  We are working our way through 
the 56 recommendations produced by the Keating review.  We are also working to implement the 
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recommendations of the inquiry into greenfields exploration led by Mr John Bowler, MLA, the member for 
Eyre.  I am pleased to report that the latest available Australian Bureau of Statistics data shows that $138 million 
was spent on exploration for minerals in the June 2004 quarter.  This was 43 per cent higher than the figures for 
the March quarter and 24 per cent higher than at the same time last year.  Unfortunately, I am running out of 
time.   
Through the specific initiatives of the Gallop Labor Government in each region, our management of the State’s 
economy and our performance in key responsibility areas, we are fulfilling our pledge to support strong and 
vibrant regions in Western Australia.  As the new Minister for the Goldfields-Esperance and responsible for 
regional development across Western Australia, I reaffirm our Government’s commitment to continuing the 
policies and initiatives that make regional Western Australia an even better place to live.  

Several members:  Hear, hear!  

HON MURRAY CRIDDLE (Agricultural) [2.17 pm]:  I welcome the opportunity to make some remarks on 
this motion.  However, I will take the opportunity to point out that the coalition has also made an enormous 
contribution to this area over the years.  I welcome this opportunity to be part of the regional Parliament here in 
Kalgoorlie where I am told that the average age of people is about 30 years.  That is reflected in the fact that 
their local member, the member for Kalgoorlie, Mr Matt Birney, is a young man.  I have had the opportunity to 
speak to him about some of his vision for the area.  He certainly has a handle on the area’s requirements.   

I will first point out that the region has been very fortunate with the people who have served this electorate over 
many years.  They have made excellent contributions to not only the mining industry but also the pastoral 
industry and the Esperance area.  Much of that virgin country was opened up by pioneers from the eastern States.  
There was also an American influence, owing to some funding that contributed to the development of the area, 
which contribution has been acknowledged.   

The train trip down here yesterday was very good.  As a coalition minister I had an opportunity to do much of 
the work from its inception towards the purchase of the new Prospector.  I am very pleased to have travelled on 
it together with some of my colleagues; we enjoyed a smooth ride.  Once the lines have been upgraded the train 
journey will be much quicker.   

I acknowledge the opportunity we were given yesterday by Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines, to see the 
super pit.  The super pit epitomises the opportunities taken and the work that has been done in this area.  It is a 
huge mine.  Obviously it produces an enormous amount of wealth for the region.  It has recently been recognised 
that 50 million ounces have been produced there.  The Palace Hotel lists the current Stock Exchange prices for 
various products.  The current price for an ounce of gold is $US407 and $20 000 for a tonne of nickel.  We met 
with the people from the Chamber of Minerals and Energy yesterday and there was a vibrant feeling among them 
as they explained to us the enormous amount of opportunity for mining in the area.  The president, Tony James, 
explained that there is an enormous number of mines in the area and an enormous opportunity for wealth in 
Western Australia.  Currently the resources sector produces 79 per cent of our income and provides about 
$1 billion in royalties.  The minister has pointed out that $4.2 billion worth of resources comes from this 
immediate area and from that, $100 million in royalties goes back into the area.  That should give the State the 
opportunity to put in place some of the facilities and infrastructure that are required to maximise those 
opportunities.  The nickel mining industry produces $1.7 billion worth of resources a year and the gold industry 
produces $2.3 billion worth of resources.  Obviously nickel mining is getting very close to producing the same 
amount of wealth as that produced by the gold industry in this area.  In fact, I was told yesterday that the gold 
industry has produced about $20 billion and the nickel industry has produced $25 billion.  One of the important 
matters that was put to us at the meeting was that exploration is on the decline and to overcome that, some 
companies have joined with minor companies to create an opportunity to ensure that exploration is built on into 
the future.  It will need to happen because there is a delay of about a decade from discovery to development of a 
mine site, and we do not need to see a drop-off in mining opportunities in Western Australia.   

I will also point out some of the development work that needs to take place, and in particular for road 
infrastructure.  The coalition has looked at the Wiluna-Meekatharra road and we would create an opportunity 
there.  Magellan Mining Pty Ltd is working on the development of a lead mine in the area.  The upgrade of that 
road would be of great assistance.  There is an opportunity to develop a rail hub in Kalgoorlie.  Currently a large 
number of containers go to Perth and must come back to Kalgoorlie, but when they go to Perth some are diverted 
to the northern part of the State.  The opportunity for a hub in Kalgoorlie would allow for the development of a 
road north of Wiluna that would connect to the Great Northern Highway and go through places such as 
Doolgunna and Kumarina.  If the road went north through Neds Creek to those destinations, it would cut out a 
lot of expense.  By going directly north from Wiluna, it would reduce the distance travelled by about 190 
kilometres.  There is an opportunity to plan some development in the area and to get some enormous benefit 
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from that development.  Lake Raeside is also a problem sometimes if there is flooding in the region.  The 
infrastructure in that area needs some development if we are to make that a major access into the north of the 
State.   

Tourism in this part of the State is developing very rapidly.  It is already on the move.  The federal Government 
recently announced that it will put $10 million towards the construction of the outback highway.  People such as 
Mr Patrick Hill are certainly very keen to see that developed.  I would like the State Government to get involved 
in that issue.  In this area there are about 31 700 employees across the board and 5 800 employees in the 
resources sector, so the multiplier effect from the resources sector certainly is of great benefit to the region and 
to the development opportunities that will be provided.   

I will touch on the iron ore mining that is occurring in Koolyanobbing and the development that has taken place 
in the port of Esperance.  As the transport minister in the previous coalition Government, I developed the 
opportunity for a deepwater port in Esperance.  I know that the current minister opened the port just a few 
months after she took office.  However, the previous Government set aside funding of almost $50 million to 
provide the capacity for capesize vessels to operate out of the port.  As the new Minister for Local Government 
and Regional Development mentioned during her speech, the growth in the amount of iron ore exported out of 
that port has been fantastic.  The sums we did when the port was initially developed indicated that about 
1.5 million tonnes would be exported.  Currently about 5 million tonnes are being exported.  That puts the focus 
on the fact that if the infrastructure is put in place, real development can go ahead.  Similar things are happening 
in Geraldton.  Last year the port of Esperance exported 7.2 million tonnes of product, which was an enormous 
effort.  Only a few years ago iron ore mining was producing about one million tonnes and the farming industry 
was producing less than one million tonnes of grain.  The development of not only the mining industry but also 
the farming industry in that area has been absolutely fantastic.   

There has also been an opportunity to extend the gas pipeline to Esperance for the generation of power.  That has 
been of enormous benefit.  When I was minister, the Esperance port had to provide its own power because the 
cost was quite high.  With the extension of the gas pipeline to Esperance, there will be more opportunity for 
industry to develop.  Lately we have heard the prospect that a desalination plant might be built in Esperance, 
which could send water to the city of Kalgoorlie.  About 10 gigalitres of water is used in Kalgoorlie every year.  
A desalination plant would provide enormous opportunities.  The plant would be able to produce about 20 
gigalitres of water, and if that could be used by the private sector, the plant would become viable.  It would 
certainly be a good initiative.   

We had an interesting discussion last night with Kalgoorlie city councillors.  They pointed out to us that the 
people of Kalgoorlie do not want an enormous amount given to them, but they would like to develop education 
facilities to overcome the skills shortage in the region.  In fact, that is an issue right across Western Australia.  
To attract people to the region, we need to address the issues of health and education, and the liveability of 
Kalgoorlie must be the best it possibly can be to give the people of Kalgoorlie the same opportunities that those 
in the city have.  Child care and safety provisions in the community are very important issues.  Men seem to be 
able to get jobs.  In fact, I was told yesterday that the lowest paid person at Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines 
Pty Ltd is paid about $60 000.  Of course, the pay increased significantly from that point for operators of the 
220 000-tonne heavy-haulage vehicles, who are paid about $100 000.  There is a lot of money to be made here.  
People work and live in the community.  This is not a fly in, fly out community.  It is about keeping people in the 
community.  To do that the area needs liveability, as it is being called.  That means that people in the country 
need the same opportunities that the people in the city have.   

Obviously the coalition is keen for infrastructure to be provided in regional and rural Western Australia.  As I 
have outlined, we have put an enormous amount of effort into the Kalgoorlie-Esperance region to ensure that 
that infrastructure is in place.  If infrastructure such as the port in Esperance, as well as a transport hub in 
Kalgoorlie with the roads that would feed off it, were put in place, it would create an enormous amount of 
opportunity for further development of the priorities that are needed in this region.   

I welcome the opportunity to make those remarks and reaffirm that the opportunities that have been afforded by 
the mining industry since the 1890s have been taken up.  An enormous amount of wealth has been created.  
Australia and Western Australia have benefited and the people of Kalgoorlie and the Esperance region should be 
congratulated for that input. 

HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [2.30 pm]:  This is my first opportunity to speak in this 
Chamber and I would like to acknowledge the cultural history of the Gubrun and Wangai people of this region.  
In the limited time I have available to speak on this motion, I will not dwell on the considerable values to the 
State of the goldfields-Esperance region, as these have been referred to by the President, the Leader of the House 
and the Leader of the Opposition.  I will endeavour to address the two finer parts of the motion dealing with the 
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Government’s commitment to the goldfields-Esperance region and the reaffirmation of its support for regional 
Western Australia.  State Governments have a genuine commitment to the Mining and Pastoral Region. 

I now refer to some issues that I believe might challenge the veracity of the Government’s motion.  We are all 
well aware of the repeated calls on the Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission by the Goldfields-
Esperance Regional Planning and Infrastructure Coordinating Committee for completion, as a matter of priority, 
of the sealing of the last tiny stretch of the goldfields highway between Wiluna and Meekatharra.  Both previous 
and current Governments have promised to build this road, and it is a significant road development that will 
enhance the Kalgoorlie-Boulder region as a transport hub for the Pilbara and Kimberley.  It is a sustainable 
strategy for people of this area.  At the moment, heavy haulage from the eastern States travels to Perth and then 
to the Pilbara and Kimberley.  The completion of this section of the road will shorten the trip by several hundred 
kilometres and will improve the economics of heavy haulage into the north west and also the economics of the 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder region.  The completion of this section of road will reduce the cost of the trip by several 
hundred dollars.  In the supplementary information supplied to the Estimates Committee in 2002 the department 
stated -  

As a result of the tight budgetary situation, it has not been possible for the State Government to allocate 
funds towards this project in the 2002 Four Year Forward Estimates.   

Competing budget priorities have necessitated a refocussing to address the Government’s key election 
commitments in health, education, community safety and public transport infrastructure. 

I will touch on the Government’s commitment to health in the region shortly.  It continues - 

This has resulted in less funding being available for roads.   

In 2004 Mr M. Wallwork, Executive Director, Construction and Maintenance Services, stated during the 
Estimates Committee hearing - 

The extent of works on the Wiluna to Meekatharra road in the current year includes the sealing of an 
overtaking opportunity that is about 3.5 kilometres long and roughly in the middle of the road.  Apart 
from ongoing sheeting and general maintenance, that is the extent of the work that Main Roads will be 
doing on that road for the foreseeable future 

That road has significant advantages for this region and the Pilbara-Kimberley.  This State Government is 
committing to spend $1.75 million to assist with entry to the Perth Royal Show and it has announced a budget 
surplus of $793 million.  The Government is not supporting issues in regional Western Australia and, more 
importantly, in the electorate I represent, the Mining and Pastoral Region. 

On the issue of fly in, fly out mining operations, the State Government has been silent.  Members will be aware 
that local governments in this region have run out of patience with mining companies that have shunned regional 
towns in favour of on-site camps.  The local governments have sought to use the town planning laws to prevent 
mining companies from operating on a fly in, fly out basis within a certain distance of townsites.  Instead of 
support from the State Government we have occasionally been treated to images in the Press of the Premier’s 
beaming face as he cuts a ribbon at the opening of another fly in, fly out mining operation.  It is often repeated 
that mining is the backbone of the State and the national economy.  I must emphasise that the benefits of such an 
economy fly in and fly out with the work force, while regional economies are virtually starved to death.  
Governments of both political stripes have looked the other way, presumably from fear of offending the mining 
lobby.  No-one is suggesting that remote operations should necessarily drive their work forces thousands of 
kilometres, and the days of company towns seem to be over, but surely there is an argument for mines within a 
certain distance of regional centres being actively encouraged, if not mandated, to operate out of those centres.  I 
suggest that if the Government wants to prove that the words of this motion are more than just words, the single 
most useful thing it can do is to support local government authorities in their efforts to rein in fly in, fly out 
arrangements. 

In relation to the Government’s key election commitments on health, there has also been a clear lack of resolve 
by both Liberal and Labor Governments to deal with the inability to recruit professional staff in remote regions, 
such as Derby and Paraburdoo.  I refer to an advertisement for a nurse in Paraburdoo, which was basically a 
simple one-line ad - “Nurse wanted, Paraburdoo.”  Above it was another ad for a nurse in Port Hedland which 
stated -  

You will get an opportunity to swim through the amazing gorges at Karijini and Millstream national 
parks, view the Stairway to the Moon and experience so much more . . .  
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Compare Paraburdoo - now with a population of some 3 000 people - and its services, or lack of, with Kalbarri - 
with a population of fewer than 2 000 - and the cutting of services there, which the Government backed down 
on. 

I now highlight an incident that took place on 3 April 2004, when a 17-week pregnant lady awoke at 
approximately 2.35 am with stomach cramps.  These contractions continued for approximately 25 minutes at 
four to 12-minute intervals.  At 3.45 am her husband telephoned for an ambulance, and they were taken to the 
hospital, only to find there was no doctor in town and no locum available.  The nurse on duty, not a trained 
midwife, said that the lady should be seen by a midwife.  The nearest midwife was 85 kilometres away in Tom 
Price.  The couple said that they would go there.  The midwife at Tom Price was contacted and said that she 
really did not see the urgency at this early stage in the pregnancy but would see the couple anyway.  At 6.45 am 
they arrived at Tom Price and the wife was admitted to hospital.  If by any chance there had been a problem, that 
couple would then have had to drive back to Paraburdoo to get airlifted by the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
because that is where the airport is located.  It concerns me that these sorts of problems occur in Paraburdoo, 
which has a community of 3 000 people. 

I now refer to the Derby and Broome hospitals.  Derby Regional Hospital was considered to be the cornerstone 
of Aboriginal health, and slowly but surely the services have been stripped from it and moved to Broome.  The 
Derby council has been extremely concerned about these issues, as have representatives of all Aboriginal 
communities in the region.  This has placed an incredibly increased burden on the Aboriginal community, 
because now they must travel from Derby to Broome - about a two and a half hour drive.  If no beds are 
available in Broome, they are housed at the hospital and are invariably asked to go back to Derby for beds.  It is 
an absolute nonsense.  We are talking about a Government that gave a commitment to regional health, and in this 
regard it has failed dismally.  This Government, and all future Governments, must take into account the social 
and economic groups developing in the Kimberley, the north west and regional Western Australia.  The inability 
to manage and address the key issues, the organisational and cultural issues, is contributing to the progressive 
decline in health services locally.  That information comes from the Derby shire health report.  

HON GEORGE CASH (North Metropolitan) [2.41 pm]:  I am delighted to be able to speak to this motion.  I 
am particularly interested in the wording of the second point, which reads, at the moment that this House “notes 
the Gallop Labor Government’s commitment to the goldfields-Esperance region”.  It would be more appropriate 
for the Chamber to consider a second point that reads that this House notes successive State Governments’ 
commitments to the region.  I say that because, for the past 100 years, successive State Governments have 
recognised the importance of this area.   

It is interesting to recognise that the region that we know of as the goldfields-Esperance region is in fact made up 
of a number of shires and one city.  The city is Kalgoorlie-Boulder, and the shires are Coolgardie, Dundas, 
Esperance, Laverton, Leonora, Menzies, Ngaanyatjarraku and Ravensthorpe.  Any map of Western Australia 
will show how much of the area of Western Australia those shires make up as part of the goldfields-Esperance 
region.   

It is also important to consider the very significant economic contribution that has been made over the past 100 
years by that region.  The region has a wide range of industries, including mining, agriculture, tourism, 
aquaculture and fishing.  If it is boiled down to economic terms, this region has a gross regional product of more 
than $5 billion per annum today.  The goldfields subregion, the area we are in at the moment, has a gross 
regional product of about $4 billion per annum, of which $2.3 billion is made up of gold production.  This is 
perhaps the most valuable gold-producing square mile in the world, and has been for some time. 

I have said on many occasions that mineral production is the economic generator that keeps Western Australia 
going, but it is also important to recognise the part that agriculture has played over the past 100 years in the 
southern area, all the way down to Esperance.  The history of this area shows the real challenges that existed in 
the areas of Grass Patch, Scaddan and Salmon Gums 100 years ago.  Soon after the 1900s the then Government 
made a decision to bring in conditional purchase blocks to encourage farmers to go into that area.  There was a 
link between mining and agriculture, insomuch as many of the people who took up conditional purchase blocks 
in the Scaddan and Salmon Gums areas were farmers who worked in the mines in the Norseman area, and put 
the money they generated from the mining industry back into agriculture further south.  The more recent 
developments, in the past 50 years, show the influence of the Esperance Land and Development Company and 
the American investors who helped progress dry-land farming at Esperance, and in particular on the Esperance 
plains.  That era, about 50 years ago, saw the development of 1 400 000 acres of farming land around the 
Esperance area.  At that time, that land was described as being waste bushland.  We know just how much work 
has gone into it and just how much the State as a whole has benefited from the tremendous work provided by 
agriculture over the past 100 years in the goldfields-Esperance region.  I should also recognise the huge 
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contribution the Salmon Gums and Esperance Downs research stations have made to changes in agriculture 
during that period.   

Turning to the mining area, all members would recognise the expression “pushing one’s own barrow”.  This was 
a reality here on the goldfields in the late nineteenth century, when prospectors, hearing of the magnificent find 
of Paddy Hannan, pushed their wheelbarrows from the southern city, all the way through the bush to Kalgoorlie 
and Coolgardie, to try their luck for a share of a golden but elusive dream.  Looking at some of the identities who 
made Kalgoorlie their home during that period, we must recognise Paddy Hannan, who was born in 1842 and 
died in 1925.  He discovered gold here in 1893, and that heralded the beginnings of Western Australia’s greatest 
industry, as I have previously described.  He turned Kalgoorlie into the mining centre of this region.  Not 
everyone was involved in the mining industry.  Sydney Edwin Hocking, who was born in 1859 and died in 1935, 
was the founder of the Kalgoorlie Miner and the Western Argus.  He was Mayor of Kalgoorlie from 1909 to 
1911.  Interestingly, he was also president of the Fresh Air League, which might give an indication of some of 
the hazards on the goldfields in those days.  Not everyone owned a newspaper.  Eileen Joyce, for instance, grew 
up in Kalgoorlie and became one of the most celebrated pianists of her time.  She was born in 1912 and died in 
1991.  A significant music venue at the University of Western Australia is named after her, recognising her 
beginnings in Kalgoorlie.  Sir John Kirwan was mentioned this morning by Hon John Cowdell, the current 
President of the Legislative Council.  Sir John Kirwan was born in 1869 and died in 1949.  He was editor in 
chief and later the part proprietor of the Kalgoorlie Miner.  He entered the federal Parliament in 1901.  He was 
later a member of the Legislative Council from 1908 until his retirement in 1946.  He was one of the longest 
serving members of the Legislative Council, and he was President of the Legislative Council for 20 years, from 
1926 to 1946.  Not everyone was a member of Parliament either.  A world-renowned billiards player, Walter 
Lindrum, was born in 1898 and died in 1960.  He was world champion from 1929 to 1934.  He broke all the 
billiard records for speed and size of breaks and, as members would know, he won the world billiard 
championships in 1934.  When he retired in 1959, he had broken 59 world records.  What a fantastic 
achievement for a sportsman.  Not all those well-known identities were men.  Alice Cummins was born in 1898 
and died in 1943.  She was the first solicitor and barrister to be admitted to the Western Australian Bar.  She later 
became the managing director of the Kalgoorlie Brewing Co, which was in part founded by her father and was 
later sold to the Swan Brewery Co Ltd.  I am sure that over the years many members have enjoyed the products 
of that brewing house.  

It is important to recognise that the mining industry is critical to not just this region but Australia.  Australia 
produces about $60 billion worth of minerals per annum.  Western Australia produces more than $27 billion 
worth of those minerals.  Western Australia is blessed with a great number of magnificent natural resources.  
Many of those are found in this region.  Hon Murray Criddle spoke earlier about iron ore.  The region also has 
gold, nickel, copper and other minerals that make a huge contribution to the State’s economy.   

One of the greatest achievements in this region in recent times has been the establishment of the Kalgoorlie 
Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame.  The federal Government, as part of the Centenary of 
Federation Fund, made a significant financial contribution to that huge project.  The then state Minister for 
Mines, Hon Norman Moore, was very supportive of that project, and he arranged for the then State Government 
to also make a significant contribution.  That contribution, along with private enterprise funds, led to the 
construction of that magnificent building, which is located on Broadarrow Road.  The cost of the building to date 
is in excess of $20 million.  The Hall of Fame recognises all those who have been associated with the mining 
industry over a long period of time and the various pedigrees of those people.   

I have had a long association with the Coolgardie-Kalgoorlie area.  I came here many times as a young person, 
because my grandfather was involved in the mining industry in this area for more than 60 years, as was 
recognised by his induction into the Hall of Fame.  In my view, and according to the records, my grandfather 
made a significant contribution to the mining industry.  He found a considerable number of mines.  Perhaps the 
most successful mine that he found was the Barbara goldmine on the Hampton Plains.  That goldmine was sold 
in 1945, during the Second World War, to Western Mining for about £44 000 and became a very significant 
mining operation for that company.   

It is important that members recognise the great contribution that has been made to our State by those who have 
lived and worked in the goldfields-Esperance region.  One person who was not mentioned this morning was a 
gentleman by the name of Sir Richard Greenslade Moore.  Sir Richard Greenslade Moore was elected to the 
Legislative Council as member for the North-East Province in 1932 and served in the Legislative Council until 
1936.  He was awarded an Order of the British Empire in 1951 and was knighted in 1960.  He actually started off 
as a member of the National Party and ended up being a member of the Liberal Party.  He was Mayor of 
Kalgoorlie from 1937 to 1966, a period of 29 years, and a councillor from 1925 to 1932, so he served on the 
council for a long time. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 28 September 2004] 

 p6632b-6642a 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; Hon Murray Criddle; Hon Robin Chapple; Hon George Cash; Hon Norman Moore; 

Deputy President; Hon Jon Ford; Hon Dee Margetts 

 [8] 

I believe that the motion should better reflect the contribution that successive Governments have made to this 
region over a long period of time and the continuation that successive Governments in the future will need to 
make to ensure that this region continues to be the great place that it is.   

Amendment to Motion 
Hon GEORGE CASH:  I therefore move -  

In paragraph (2) - To delete “Gallop Labor” and substitute “successive state”. 

That would depoliticise the motion and, more than that, would truly represent what has occurred in this region 
over the past 100 years and should continue to occur into the future.  With that amendment, I support the motion. 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Minister for Local Government and Regional 
Development) [2.57 pm]:  Mr Deputy President -  

Point of Order 
Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I understood that there was some agreement about the time arrangements. 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich:  You will not get another speech.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Simon O’Brien):  Order!  The arrangement between members and parties, and 
the arrangement that has been followed, is that given the time constraints under which we are working there shall 
be two speakers from the Government, two speakers from the Coalition, one speaker from the Greens and one 
speaker from the Independent members.  I note that Hon Jon Ford on my right has sought the call and that Hon 
John Fischer on my left has sought the call, so that will fulfil that arrangement.  In the interim, the question is 
that the words proposed to be deleted be deleted, so there is a capacity for the minister to respond.  However, the 
minister cannot speak twice on the same motion; the minister can speak only on the amendment.  Conversely, 
subsequent speakers, whether they be Hon Jon Ford, Hon John Fischer or anyone who seeks to follow them and 
who has not spoken previously, can of course address the substantive motion as well as the amendment.  

Debate Resumed 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Thank you, Mr Deputy President.  I thank Hon George Cash for his contribution.  
The Gallop Labor Government does acknowledge the contributions of previous Governments -  
Hon George Cash:  The Dampier to Kalgoorlie pipeline, for instance, is a fantastic contribution. 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes.  We acknowledge the past and the present, and we will be accepting the 
amendment put forward by Hon George Cash. 
Amendment put and passed. 

Motion, as Amended 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [2.59 pm]:  It is interesting to recognise successive Governments and 
their commitment to this region.  This region demands that all Governments recognise it, because it is one of the 
major powerhouses of the State.  This region is in an incredible position.  As a former miner, it is quite awe-
inspiring to stand in this Chamber in this place, which is an iconic mining city, both nationally and 
internationally.  I could be anywhere in the world, and if I told somebody in the mining industry that I come 
from Western Australia, that person would immediately think of Kalgoorlie.  I am proud today to have the 
opportunity to acknowledge the efforts of regional Western Australians, in particular in this region, and to pay 
tribute to the people who live and work here.   
I would like to touch on the mining industry lifestyle.  People who choose to live in mining areas make a huge 
commitment, both personally and from a family perspective.  Mining gets into a person’s blood.  For example, I 
was in Argyle a week or so ago and found myself talking to the shift supervisor.  We went through our mining 
experiences; that is, which mines we had worked in and where we had been.  That ranged from the coalfields in 
the eastern States to iron ore mining and goldmining.  I have not worked in goldmining.  I was a coalminer, an 
iron ore miner and an oil and gas miner.  However, we exchanged notes and talked our way around Australia.   
The commitment that mining families make is one whereby a member or members of their family spend long 
hours away from home.  If a person is into exploration, he can be away for weeks at a time.  It is very hard work.  
It is not limited to 12 or eight-hour shifts.  Drilling is a very expensive business, and the work continues until the 
hole is drilled.  The boss, as in the client, sits there and expects results.  He expects the workers to finish the job.  
People who work underground in very dangerous, hot, dusty conditions do not even think twice about that; they 
do not think twice about the danger.  People feel an in-built pride once they are involved in the industry, and that 
carries through to their lives outside the industry.  People who are associated with Kalgoorlie, whether they are 
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involved directly in mining or are involved in newspapers, shops or small businesses, all have an inherent pride 
about their association with this sort of industry.   
Kalgoorlie is a fantastic and vibrant example of a mining community that is struggling against fly in, fly out 
arrangements.  People should look at what communities can offer when whole families live in and are committed 
to those communities.  As a member from the Mining and Pastoral Region, this is the sort of community that I 
would like to see replicated around Western Australia.  Contrary to the statements of Hon Robin Chapple, this 
Government has been working with communities and looking at ways of turning around the fly in, fly out blight.  
There are no simple solutions, and it is hard work.  We still want to be able to attract industry and resource 
development, but we are all working towards building strong and vibrant communities and trying to encourage 
companies to have their work forces live in and around the developments.  For instance, Argyle Diamonds, 
which is a subsidiary of Rio Tinto Ltd, now has a policy under which fly in, fly out workers are not replaced by 
fly in, fly out workers.  It demands that those people live in the region.  If the skills are not available in the 
region, the people who are employed must live within the eastern Kimberley.  Of course, government has a role 
in encouraging that to happen.   

I will take the opportunity to speak about this Government’s ongoing efforts to make regional communities 
healthy, safe and enjoyable places in which to live.  Underpinning this is our successful economic management, 
and, importantly, a strong partnership approach by government, industry and the communities.  We have 
introduced a comprehensive regional development policy.  Of course, regional development is not only about 
regional growth; it is also about recognising the diversity of our State and the integration of social, economic and 
environmental factors.  This Government therefore recognises the need for regional communities to have 
appropriate levels of service.  For example, in the area of education, only last month the Premier announced that 
an extra $65 million would be allocated for school maintenance, and yesterday the Minister for Education and 
Training announced a school maintenance program, specifically for the Kalgoorlie-Boulder area, totalling more 
than $2.3 million.  This Government has committed $1.2 million through the Department of Sport and 
Recreation for improved youth facilities in this area, and has granted funding of $400 000, which commenced in 
2003-04, as a boost for funding youth outreach workers. 
Of course, youth issues and keeping our young people in our regional communities are a huge challenge.  The 
opportunities for training have been dwindling.  Encouraging companies to employ people locally and train 
them, so that that valuable resource remains in those communities, is a challenge that needs support, not only 
over the political spectrum but also between companies, the Commonwealth Government and State 
Governments.   

A key priority of our Government has been to work in partnership with local governments and the community to 
make the regions safer.  We have implemented a $600 000 statewide program to target graffiti and vandalism.  
Offenders are used to clean up the community.  Mobile clean-up teams operate seven days a week in Albany, 
Geraldton, Broome, Derby, Bunbury and Kalgoorlie.  An amount of $20 million has also been committed over 
four years to target and supervise young offenders who repeatedly break the law.  The first regional team is 
expected to start in July 2005.  In August this Government announced its intention to establish Western 
Australia’s seventh prisoner work camp in the eastern goldfields, following community consultation on a 
suitable site.  The Office of Crime Prevention has provided grants totalling $208 000 since 2001 for a range of 
crime prevention projects in Kalgoorlie-Boulder. 

As part of the Gallop Government’s $75 million response to the Gordon inquiry to combat child abuse and 
family violence in indigenous communities, four new child protection workers, two new Aboriginal family 
support officers, a specialist domestic violence police officer and an Aboriginal support worker will be appointed 
to the goldfields.  We have instituted multifunction police stations, with a permanent policing presence, to 
address issues of family violence and child abuse in indigenous communities and to provide a first-line response 
for victims of abuse.  The Government has given a commitment to provide facilities at eight locations, including 
Warburton and the goldfields-Esperance region.  Cross-border policing is occurring in the Northern Territory at 
Docker River.  An estimated $2 million has been committed to a multifunctional facility that is being developed 
in Warakurna.  Its anticipated completion date is mid 2005.  This is a major issue for regional Western Australia, 
especially in the remote communities that struggle with substance abuse and resultant domestic violence.  The 
Government’s strategy has been to put a more permanent police facility in a number of key trouble areas.  Of 
course, that has to be supported by sensitive and elaborate strategies to prevent the trouble from moving on.  If 
police move the offenders on, they will become somebody else’s problem.  The idea is to try to support those 
offenders and manage their offending behaviour without it moving on and wrecking another community.   

With regard to health, in June this year the Government announced a $335 million boost that will allow for 
enhanced remote patient consultations with doctors and other health professionals who are based in regional 
centres or the metropolitan area.  A dedicated after-hours support line has been established to help rural people 
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with mental health problems.  It is expected that 8 000 calls will be received from country Western Australia 
each year.  The Government has established a $100 000 service agreement with Goldfields Men’s Health.  That 
agreement was initiated in April 2003 and funding has continued.  Nursing recruitment strategies have been put 
in place and are proving effective.  For example, new staff accommodation has been established in Kalgoorlie 
and is almost complete in Laverton.  I share the frustration of Hon Robin Chapple and Hon Norman Moore in 
trying to attract health professionals to live and work in the regions.  It is one of the Government’s most difficult 
tasks, but we are starting to see results from those strategies.  For example, Newman finally has a dentist.  We 
built a half-a-million-dollar dental surgery in Newman and it has taken nearly three years to get a dentist.  That is 
a frustrating issue, but we are working towards resolving the problem.   
On that issue, the public dental waitlist in Western Australia has risen dramatically since 1996.  In January this 
year, 24 000 Western Australians were awaiting dental treatment - 20 000 in the city and 4 000 in the country.  
The State Government gave a $2.3 million boost to dental health, which has substantially reduced the dental 
waiting list.  The target is to effectively cut that waitlist by half.  The Government has also embarked on a 
recruiting drive to attract overseas dentists to rural areas - I have already touched on one program - and to date 
vacancies have been filled in Kalgoorlie, Newman, Bunbury, Albany, Port Hedland and the Kimberley.   
I believe that the strategies adopted by the Gallop Labor Government are delivering real and sustainable 
improvements in the lives of regional Western Australians.  The regions are rich and diverse and are exciting 
areas in which to live and work.  Strong economic management by this Government, combined with a solid 
social and environmental focus, integrates a partnership approach between the Government and the community 
and industry.  This has resulted in strong regional development in many areas of the State.  A lot more work 
must be done.  I thank the goldfields-Esperance region for having us today.  I commend the motion to the House.   
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [3.14 pm]:  On a technicality, Hon 
John Fischer has deferred to me on this occasion to make another speech from this side of the Chamber.  I thank 
Hon John Fischer for that opportunity.  
Now that it has been amended, the motion is a sensible outcome from this meeting in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  It 
refers to what the House wants to do.  The House recognises the contribution of people from the goldfields-
Esperance region to Western Australia’s history.  That is well known.  It now recognises the contribution of 
successive State Governments to the goldfields-Esperance region instead of just one.  Without being too 
political, I am having a lot of trouble working out how I could have possibly supported the second part of the 
motion in its original form.  There is no great commitment on the part of the Gallop Government, but we will 
talk more about that tomorrow.  We will also talk about the third part of the motion - it refers to the House 
reaffirming its pledge to regional Western Australia to support strong and vibrant regions - when we debate one 
vote, one value in country Western Australia.   

I want to take a few minutes to talk about the gold mining industry in Western Australia.  I lived in the goldfields 
for many years.  I lived in Laverton in the mid 1970s when the gold mining industry was virtually on its knees.  
At that time, Kalgoorlie had one gold mine and it was struggling.  The then Court Government, under the 
premiership of Sir Charles Court, decided to provide funding for the North Kalgurli custom mill.  It is widely 
recognised in the goldfields that that one decision saved the gold mining industry for the time because prices 
were low, costs were high and the industry had basically closed down across Western Australia.  Even the Hill 
50 mine at Mt Magnet closed in 1976.  There was a serious problem in the gold mining industry in the mid 
1970s.  It was saved for the time being by the decision to purchase the custom mill from North Kalgurli.   

Since then two factors have given this industry a real and dramatic boost.  The first is technology.  Technology 
has enabled the mining of extraordinarily low-grade deposits and has enabled mining operations to produce a 
profit using huge equipment, significant expenditure and technology that enables the most minute piece of gold 
to be extracted from large amounts of ore.  The super pit is a classic example of that.  It represents the Golden 
Mile as it used to be when the eyes were picked out of it by the underground shafts that were operating on half 
an ounce to the tonne.  It is now a huge pit that extracts minute amounts of gold.  Because of modern equipment 
and technology, the mine is economical, profitable and viable.  There is also the carbon-in-pulp process and the 
way in which the mining industry has been able to utilise chemistry and the technology surrounding the chemical 
industry to extract gold from low-grade ore.  Most of the dumps around Kalgoorlie have been retreated using 
new technology.  Large amounts of gold are now extracted from those old dumps.  That has been brought about 
by changes and improvements in technology, which have enabled low grades to be made viable.   

Similarly, mining companies have been able to use hypersaline water - although it is not good for their 
equipment - from underground aquifers around the goldfields to run their operations.  Putting all these things 
together has meant that the gold mining industry in Western Australia has had a significant resurgence not only 
on the Golden Mile, but also across the north-eastern goldfields, down south to Norseman and through to the 
Murchison and into the Gascoyne, Pilbara and Kimberley.  Mining operations that would not have been viable 
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20 or 30 years ago have been discovered and are now viable using modern technology.  Running parallel to the 
use of modern-day technology has been the change in workplace arrangements and conditions.  Back in my 
younger days when I lived on a gold mine in Bullfinch, there were three shifts a day - morning, afternoon and 
night.  All shifts were eight hours duration, with an hour or so between each shift.  The mine shut on Saturday 
afternoons and Sundays.  That process led to reasonable efficiencies because the mine did not close every night.  
Those operations, by modern-day technology and working practices, were quite primitive.  What gave the gold 
mining industry a chance to survive, along with the technology and equipment to which I referred, was the 
changing work practice to 12-hour continuous shifts.  That practice has meant that mining operations have 
continued for 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 52 weeks of the year.  That has enabled the use of technology 
and high-capital equipment to create a viable economic industry.  As I said, it has enabled industry to mine 
extraordinarily low-grade ore.  At the same time, the price of gold has been quite stagnant.  There is no point in 
looking at the price of gold just in United States dollar terms; it must also be looked at in Australian dollar terms.  
We must note the effect of the change in the value of the United States dollar on the price of gold for Australian 
producers.  There has not really been a significant increase in the price of gold for a very long time.  The mining 
industry has had to try to make ends meet and to make a profit using very low-grade ore.  As I said, it has been 
operating under a price that would be much better for the industry if it were much higher.   

The new industry that is occurring right across the goldfields of Western Australia has some problems.  We have 
heard today about fly in, fly out operations.  I concur with the concerns that have been raised about fly in, fly out 
arrangements; however, I acknowledge the reality of those arrangements.  If a mine is located 200 kilometres 
from a town, there is little point in saying that a company must build a new town in that area if the deposit will 
last for only five years.  However, if deposits are relatively close to major towns, we should work very hard with 
companies to ensure that their employees are located in those towns.  That is something that we must work 
through and make sure happens.   

One of the problems of the 12-hour continuous shift arrangements on communities such as Kalgoorlie-Boulder, 
Norseman and Kambalda is that the weekend as we used to know it does not exist any more.  The idea of people 
having a day or a day and a half off on the weekend to participate in community activities such as sport or other 
activities with children does not exist to the same extent that it used to.  For example, the Kambalda Football 
Club was the most successful team in the competition for many years but in recent times has had its ups and 
downs because of the difficulty in getting players to play on the weekends.  This is an issue right throughout the 
mining industry.  It applies in Tom Price, here and wherever continuous and 12-hour shifts operate in the mining 
industry.  Those arrangements mean that workers virtually do not get weekends off.  I have said to the mining 
industry that if it could somehow work out a way to not operate mines one day a week - it could be Sunday if it 
wished - then everybody could be available to engage in community activities.  That would create much better 
communities, because people would be able to be involved in the things that they cannot now be involved with.  
If workers are given a day off on a Wednesday when their children are at school, that is not much help to the 
community or to workers in terms of involvement with their families.  We have to find some way to change 
work practices without reducing productivity, which is important, so that a time in the week can be provided 
when the whole community can be involved and engaged together.   

That has been one of the great downsides of this industry, albeit that without new technology and changed work 
practices there would be no industry now anyway.  As I said at the beginning, the industry was dead in 1977 and 
would have remained dead had improvements not been made to technology and workplace practices.  Somehow 
or other we must find a middle ground between what used to be and what is now, so that these towns can 
continue to attract people to live in them.  People cannot be made to live in a particular town.  We cannot make 
people live somewhere that they do not want to live.  We have to make towns attractive for people so that they 
want to live in them, rather than to be part of a fly in, fly out arrangement.  Part of the attraction of country 
living, as you well know, Mr Deputy President, is that communities get together and do things collectively.  
There is a tremendous amount of community spirit in country towns.  I remember my youth in Bullfinch, which 
was a terrific town in which to grow up because everybody looked after everybody else.  Everybody knew 
everybody else’s kids.  Sport was played on the weekend and mums and dads were involved.  It was a very 
close-knit community.  Current working arrangements would have meant that Bullfinch would have been a dead 
hole of a place in which to live, because there would have been nothing to engage the whole community.  As a 
society and as political organisations we need to work out how to overcome fly in, fly out arrangements when it 
is appropriate to do so.  We must also work out how to make life more attractive in country towns, particularly 
mining towns, in which we want people to live.  I have suggested that we need to find some way around the 12-
hour continuous shift problem, which takes weekends from people’s lives.  In some places, those shift 
arrangements provide quite long breaks between shifts, which enables people to go to the coast or the city.  
Again, that takes them out of their community.   



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 28 September 2004] 

 p6632b-6642a 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich; Hon Murray Criddle; Hon Robin Chapple; Hon George Cash; Hon Norman Moore; 

Deputy President; Hon Jon Ford; Hon Dee Margetts 

 [12] 

Another area of concern to me is industrial relations.  The reason the mining industry has flexible workplace 
relations is that it has been able to use workplace agreements.  Australian workplace agreements, which in many 
cases replaced state workplace agreements, were used by the mining industry to achieve flexible working 
arrangements.  We all know of the threat that is on the horizon; that is, 9 October and the Labor Party’s policy on 
industrial relations.  It is the biggest fear of the mining industry at this time, because the industry knows that it 
cannot go from what it has now to the bad old days of total union control and centralised decisions on workplace 
arrangements.  If that happened, the industry could not survive.  People need to be aware of that black cloud on 
the horizon when they consider the future of the mining industry.   

This is an appropriate motion to come out of this sitting in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  One thing that I would have 
liked to hear more about is the contribution of people to the region.  The President mentioned in his speech this 
morning the contribution of a number of members and other dignitaries to the goldfields.  Hon George Cash 
named a number of these people as well.  In the history of Western Australia, and indeed the history of Australia, 
the goldfields have produced some remarkable identities, and still do.  The Kalgoorlie community still has 
people within it who are real characters and who have a really refreshing attitude towards life.  I will not mention 
their names because I might embarrass them.  There is something about the Kalgoorlie-Boulder community.  
Kalgoorlie-Boulder people say that they are a bit different from the rest of us.  Most of the people who have 
achieved anything in Western Australia have spent some time in Kalgoorlie-Boulder, as you will know, Mr 
Deputy President.  People who are going or have been somewhere will have been in Kalgoorlie at some time in 
their lives.  It seems to be a place that people come to and pass through.  However, many people live here and 
have done so all their lives.  One important thing about the Kalgoorlie-Boulder community is that it includes 
families who have lived here for generations and will continue to live here.  They are the real characters of the 
Western Australian community.  I am pleased that we are here today for this regional sitting.  Now that the 
motion has been amended, it will reflect the views of this Chamber on the contribution that has been made by 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder to Western Australia.   

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [3.28 pm]:  I know that I have only a short time in which to speak, but I 
will provide a different viewpoint in this debate.  A lot has changed since the original settlement of the 
goldfields.  The nature of industry has changed, as has the nature of what we now call the economic multiplier 
effect.  When the goldfields were first established, people came to the goldfields mostly from overseas or from 
the goldfields in Bendigo and other places in Australia.  Many brought with them their life savings and also their 
skills and expertise in a range of areas.  One of those people was my great-grandfather, Francis, who I 
understand was a master builder who built the first houses in the goldfields.  Another relative successfully set up 
Stearnes plumbing business on the corner of Egan and Cassidy Streets.  The point I make is that Governments 
must understand that in assisting regions such as the goldfields, the habit of giving large amounts of public 
money to resource developers is much less effective with large corporations that are very capital intensive, 
because fewer benefits from government assistance to industries go to the community.  Unfortunately, 
Governments ought to consider what the community needs rather than put large amounts of money into large 
corporations that have very large import contents and are likely to send their profits overseas.  That is one small 
point I make.  Things have changed in the mining industry and we must look much more carefully at the needs 
of the regions and the people in the regions, rather than spend large amounts of public money in assisting and 
propping up corporations. 

Question (motion, as amended) put and passed. 
 


